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NEXT MEETING 7:30 p.m., Monday, September 8, 2008

Maturango Museum, 100 East Las Flores Avenue, Ridgecrest, California

PROGRAM FOR THE SEPTEMBER 8 MEETING —- THE MICROWAVE BACKGROUND

At our SeptembemeetingClint Spindlerwill presentthe resultsof his researchon OUnderstandinthe
CosmosThrough Information in the Microwave Background.OThis topic necessarilyinvolves many
principles of physics; Clint will tie them together for us.

Theradiationthatwe detectasthe CosmicMicrowave Backgroundcomesfrom a time whenthe Universewas
lessthan half a million yearsold; from the so-calledrecombinatiorerawhenhydrogenatomsformedin the
cooling, expandingdfireball of the Big Bang. It wasa time whenthe starsandgalaxieshadyet to form. There
was only gas.

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

Monday, September 8, 2008: Regular CLAS Meeting at the Maturango Museum in Ridgecrest, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, September 24, 2008: Deadline for next Skywatchers Newsletter

Thursday September 25, 2008: Public Star Party at the Maturango Museum observatory

Friday, September 26, 2008: Public Star Party at Brown Road S&ege below.

Monday, October 6, 2008: Regular CLAS Meeting at the Maturango Museum in Ridgecrest, 7:30 p.m.

STAR PARTY SCHEDULE FOR THE 2008 SEASON:

StarPartieswill be heldonthe datedistedbelow. StarPartiesareanactivity wheremembersandguestscome
togetherto view the skies. If you havea telescopebring it; if not, comeandlook throughsomeoneelseOs.
They areheld at a site in the opendesertsouthof RidgecrestTo reachthe site from Ridgecrestgo southon
China Lake Boulevard6.5 miles from its intersectionwith RidgecrestBoulevard.Continuestraightacross
Highway 395andyou will beon Brown Road(Old Highway 395). Follow Brown Roadasit curvesto theright
andgoeswest. After 2.3 milestherewill be a 30-inchorangeconeon theleft. Turn left andfollow the dirt
roadmarkedby 12-inchcones. The CLAS starpartyis 0.5 milesalongthis road. Signsandconeswill be put
out abouta half hour beforeviewing starts. Call Carroll Evans760-375-5681pr Bruce Churchill 760-375-
7247, for more information.

Friday, September 26: Signs out at 7:30 p.m., Star viewing 8:00 p.m.

Friday, October 24: Signs out at 7:00 p.m., Star viewing at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, November 28: Signs out at 5:30 p.m., Star viewing at 6:00 p.m.

This is your newsletter, please contribute an article.



THE SKY IN SEPTEMBER by Roger Brower

1. Jupiter moves from the southeast to the south as the evening moves on. Look for it to the left of the Tea
Sagittarius.

2. Saturn reaches conjunction with the sun on September 3rd and so will not be visible this month.

3. Venus and Mars will be joined by Mercury in the eveningsky. On Septemberllth, therewill be a
conjunctionof the threeplanetsin the westearly in the evening.However,soonafter this event,Mars and
Mercury will fade into the sun, leaving only Venus in the west the rest of the month.
ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY TUTORIAL by way of Carroll Evans

| receivedan email, which is frankly promotinga product. As usual,l donOendorseany commercialventure,
but| do suggesthatyou follow thelinks given,to seesomeexcellentastrophotographyYou mayevenchoose

to buy the product.

From: warhenk@vyahoo.com

Dear friends in Astronomy,

| wished to say hello and to share a great resource for learning the art of Astro-Imaging, one | hope you wil
share with your society members!

My nameis WarrenKeller, an Americanastrophotographeand teachervia http://www.ip4ap.comand a
presenterat MAIC and NEAIC herein the US. | recentlyenjoyedmy first APOD. Here are threelinks to
sample tutorials, for your imaging members to enjoy.
http://www.ip4ap.com/SamplePS12/PS_Basics-12_Toolsll.html
http://www.ip4ap.com/SamplePS12/PS-1_Intermediate_The%20Nature%200f%20the%20Beast.html
http://www.ip4ap.com/SamplePS12/PS-2_Intermediate_The%20Assembly%20Line.html
Pleaseconsider posting word about our easy and concise video tutorials on Adobe Photoshopfor
astrophotographto benefityour viewers.We streamthe moviesat the website www.ip4ap.comandDVDs are
availablethroughus or www.astrovid.com{AVA). We werenameda Sky & TelescopeMagazine'Hot Product'
last year. I'd appreciate a mention, a review or a link, and anything | can do in return, please let me know!

Best to you, Warren

Warren A. Keller: www.ip4ap.cormand www.billionsandbillions.com
The Heavens Declare the Glory of God

ANOTHER EMAIL THAT I RECEIVED

Hello everyone, my name is Tonya, my father is currently building telescope-making equipment.

We filmed his garage, where everything he is working on is on YouTube. If you are interested, please view
here._http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9hdrS_fakky further questions or comments are welcome, which

you can send to Hubach88 @gmail.com.




CERRO COSO COMMUNITY COLLEGE STAR PARTY AND BARBEQUE SEPTEMBER 19

CerroCosoCommunityCollegePresidenDr. Mary Rettereris dedicatinga starparty to honorthe memoryof
Dr. Alex Shlantaon Septembef.9 at the astronomicakite on the campusstartingat 8:00 p.m. The starparty
will be precededy abarbequen thelawn areain front of thelibrary. The barbequewill startat5:30p.m.and
includewith araffle. In additionto thetelescopeviewing therewill beanastronomicatlide showin theLibrary
building.

As in previousyears,Dr. Retteremrequestghe assistancef ChinaLake AstronomicalSocietymembersat the
starparty. Thiswill bethethird annualbarbequeandstarparty. Ratherthanthe hot dogsservedastyear,this
year will seetri-tip sandwiches. The price is still only $10.00;tickets are availableat the Chamberof
Commerce, Red Rock Books, and at the College Business Office.

LIGHT POLLUTION CONSIDERATIONS IN KERN COUNTY by Carroll Evans

We receivedvery shortnotice of an upcomingactionat the Boardof Supervisorgneeting. SeveralC.L.A.S.
membergrovidedinput to the Board,andthreepeoplefrom the Kern River Valley madea personabhppearance
beforethe board. It is possiblethatthe light controlordinancewill affectthe entirecounty,probablyexclusive
of cities. In any event, this is a positive step forward to arrest the spread of light pollution.

Tuesdayafternoon,July 29th, three Kern River Valley citizens spoke before Kern CountyOsoard of
Supervisorsn referenceo anitem regardingDark Sky ordinancegor the CountyOgural areasOriginally, that
item was on the OConseralendarGneaningit would havebeenapprovedasa RECEIVE AND FILE item
with alargebatchof otheritems.Staff would havemadeno specialpresentationThe public would havehadno
opportunityto speakandthe Supervisorsvould not havediscussedt andgiventheir staff furtherdirectionasto
how to proceed. Nothing more would have happened.

By askingthat public commentbe allowed,KRV residentsRichardRowe, Rick Crockettand Ron Hyatt were
ableto speakfollowing a shortpresentatiofy PlanningDirector Ted JamesMany otherswrote letters,sente-
mails or contacted their Supervisor on this issue as well.

Following all that, our Board of Supervisorsdiscussedhe Dark Sky issue,taking the following action
unanimously: directedPlanningto conductPublic Workshopsand returnin February2009 with a draft
ordinance for Board consideration.

THE MYTH OF NIBIRU AND THE END OF THE WORLD IN 2012 by Carroll Evans

The September-Octobex008issueof the Skepticallnquirer featuresan article by David Morrison, the Senior
Scientistat the NASA Astrobiology Institute. The article beginsOSkepticalnquirer readersmay not be aware
that a rogueplaneton a 3600-yearorbit is aboutto enterthe inner solarsystemandvisit a catastrophaipon
Earth. This threateningplanetwas discoveredoy the ancientMesopotamiansywho namedit Nibiru. It was
known also to the Mayans, who associated it with the endNDecember 2012Nof their Olong count® calenda

OAlthoughastronomersndspacescientistsaretrackingNibiru, this informationis beingkeptfrom the public
aspartof worldwide conspiracy. This official silencecannotbe maintainedor muchlonger,however sinceby
2009 Nibiru will be visible to the nakedeyefrom the southerrhemisphereandalreadyEarthOaxisis tilting,
changing the length of the day under its influence.O

| refer you to the magazinefor an in-depth discussionof this hoax. Meanwhile, rememberthat your
observations of Nibiru, if any, are classified.



MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Basic CLAS duesare $20.00 per year, which includesthe Skywatchers Newsletter. As a benefitof
membershipyou may also receiveAstronomy Magazine and/orSky and Telescope Magazine.The fee
schedule is as follows

Basic membership $20.00 per year
Membership with Astronomy magazine $54.00 per year
Membership with Sky and Telescope magazine$53.00 per year
Membership with both S & T and Astronomy  $87.00 per year

Sendyour checkto: RogerBrower, TreasurerChinalLake AstronomicalSociety,P.O.Box 1783,Ridgecrest,
CA 93556.

PRESIDENT b Earl Wilson B 760-876-5455 (emaitl.email@gmail.com)
VICE-PRESIDENT B Bruce Churchill - 760-375-7247 (embdhurchill@yahoo.com)
SECRETARY b Ted Hodgkinson - 661- 824-2738 (eglesdkinson@sbcglobal.net)
TREASURER D Roger Brower - 760-375-1181 (emeswer@iwvisp.com)
NEWSLETTER EDITOR B Carroll Evans Jr. - 760-375-5681 (echaihns@ridgenet.net)

WESTERN AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS WEB SITE http://www.waa.av.org/

Meetingsof the ChinalLake AstronomicalSocietyareheld at the Maturango Museum at 7:30p.m.on the
first Monday evening of each month, except when the first Monday is a holiday.
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