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NEXT MEETING 7:30 p.m., Monday, April 2, 2007
Maturango Museum, 100 East Las Flores Avenue, Ridgecrest, California

PROGRAM FOR THE APRIL 2 MEETING B OBJECTS IN VIRGO

Spring is the galaxy season, and it is the best time of the year to observe the plethora of galaxies and other

objects in Virgo. LetOs talk about Virgo at our April meeting. If you have pictures of favorite objects or
observing tips, bring them along.

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

Monday, April 2, 2007: Regular CLAS Meeting at the Maturango Museum, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, April 13, 2007: Regular monthly Star Party, see details below

Wednesday, April 25, 2007: Deadline for next Skywatchers Newsletter

Monday, May 7, 2007: Regular CLAS Meeting at the Maturango Museum in Ridgecrest, 7:30 p.m.

STAR PARTY SCHEDULE FOR THE 2007 SEASON:

StarPartieswill be heldon the dateslisted below. StarPartiesarean activity wheremembersaandguestgoin
togetherto shareviews of the skies. If you haveatelescopebringit. If not,comeandlook throughsomeone
elseOsStarpartiesare held at a site in the opendesertsouthof RidgecrestTo reachthe star party site from
Ridgecrestgo southon ChinaLake Boulevard6.5 miles from its intersectionwith RidgecrestBoulevard.
ContinuestraightacrossHighway 395 andyou will be on Brown Road(Old Highway 395). Follow Brown
Roadasit curvesto theright andgoeswest. After 2.3 milestherewill be a 30-inchorangeconeon the left.
Turnleft andfollow the dirt roadmarkedby 12-inchcones. The CLAS Starpartyis 0.5 milesalongthis road.
Watchfor signsandconeswhich will be put out abouta half hour beforeviewing starts. Call Carroll Evans
760-375-5681, or Bruce Churchill 760-375-7247, for more information.

Friday, April 13: Signs out at 8:00 p.m., Star viewing at 8:30 p.m.
Friday, May 18: Signs out at 8:30 p.m., Star viewing at 9:00 p.m.
Friday, June 15: Signs out at 8:30 p.m., Star viewing at 9:00 p.m.
Friday, July 13: Signs out at 8:30 p.m., Star viewing at 9:00 p.m.
Friday, August 10: Signs out at 8:30 p.m., Star viewing at 9:00 p.m.
Friday, September 7: Signs out at 7:30 p.m., Star viewing 8:00 p.m.
Friday, October 12: Signs out at 7:00 p.m., Star viewing at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, November 9: Signs out at 5:30 p.m., Star viewing at 6:00 p.m.

STILL AVAILABLE!

The Royal AstronomicalSocietyof CanadaObserverOdandbooksand Calendardor 2007 havearrived,and
will be availableat the meeting. We will hold the price line for one more year, at $15.00eachfor the



Handbooksand$10.00for the calendars.Pleasecall RogerBrower at 375-1181to arrangefor purchasef you
canOt make the meeting.

THE SKY IN APRIL (Roger Brower)
1. Venus is in the evening sky. Look for it in the west-southwest soon after sunset.

2. Saturnremainsa fine eveningobject.Look for it in the east-southeasit sunsetin the constellationof Leo
near Regulus.

3. Jupiter,still in themorningsky, risesaboutl a.m.atthe beginningof the monthandaboutll p.m.attheend
of the month. Look for it in the southeast after midnight.

4. The Lyrid Meteorshowerpeakson April 22nd. This ratherminor Meteorshower,only producesabout20
meteors per hour but this should produce an increase after midnight on both the 22nd and 23rd.

OUR PRESENCE ON THE WEB (Carroll Evans)

Bob Stewart and | have set up a domain name for the society. Check us out at http://Chinal akeAstroSoc.o
We will continue to upgrade the site, and will soon allow members to post pictures and comments.

STAR WATCH (Bob Stewart)

Herearesomevariablestarsthatyou might wantto keepaneyeonin April. Betteryet, takea seriesof pictures
and watch the stars brighten and fade.

Whenit comesto pulsatinggiantswe can hardly passup Mira, Omicron Ceti. Mira hashad an unusually
brilliant maximum. At atypical peakof its cycle Mira reachesnagnitude3.4, butin Marchit reachedsecond
magnitudethe brighteststarin the constellationof Cetus.Mira is the brightestof the redlong-periodvariables,
andit presentdhe mostradicalchangeghat canbe seenwith the nakedeye beyondthe solarsystem.Mira's
periodof 332 daysmeansts maximacomeonemonthearliereachsucceedingear,sowe shouldseeit atits
brightestfor the next coupleof winters. It reachedts brightestMarch 8th but will be bright throughApril.

Look for it in the western sky. For a comparison chart go to: http://www.aavso.org/charts/CET/O_CET/
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R Leo: Within the constellatiorof Leo, the Lion, lies the bright Mira-type variableR Leonis,anidealvariable
for beginnersif you canfind the Sickle of Leo you canfind R Leonis,one of the brightestred long-period
variables,which lies just to the westof Regulus.lt brightensandfadesbetweenmagnitudess and 10 overa

cycle of 312 days,on averageabout10 months.A small telescopeor evenbinocularsare all the equipment
you'll need.It wasatits brighteston March 1stbut still shouldbevisible in April. Foracomparisorchartgo to:

http://www.aavso.org/charts/LEO/R_LEO/

V CVn: This staris easyto find nearM 51 betweerthe handleof the Big DipperandCanesVenatici. It's an
easyfind, asit is the only bright red starin the area,just southof the Whirlpool galaxy.Its magnitudevaries
betweer6.52- 8.56andit reachedts brighteston March 26th.Find it in the eastasthe Big Dippercomesupin

the evening.Unfortunately thereis no comparisorchartfor this star,but my Peterson'&ield Guideto the Stars
and Planets shows its location.:

T Cen: You'll needto getup earlyandhavea goodsoutherrexposureo seethis nakedeyevariable. T Centauri
lies just abovethe OmegaCentauriglobularcluster,a spectaculaobjectin its ownright. | haveseenit low in

the southerrsky from Ridgecresandevenasfar northasBearValley, northof Yosemite,in the Sierrasit hasa
magnituderangeof 5.5- 9.0 anda periodof 90.44days.It shouldreachmaximumbrightnesson April 22.Fora
comparison chart go to: http:www.aavso.org/charts/CEN/T_CEN/

Next Month: More variablesplus somecolorful doubles.And don'tforgetto sendin your observationsand
pictures to the web site. (Ed. Note: In a future issue we will tell you how to post on the club web site.)

REPORT ON THE MARCH STAR PARTY (Bruce Churchill)

Our first starparty of theyearwasheld on Friday March 16, andit wasoneto beremembered.The skieswere

the clearesthatweOvéadin severabutingsandit wasthe bestobservingveOveseenin Marchin manyyears.
Thisis theonly starpartywe hold in thewinter seasorsowe took advantagef the opportunityto view someof

the finer winter objects. This wasalsothe time of yearwhenthe mostMessierobjectsare observableon a
single night. Venuswas brilliant in the westernsky after sunsetand for a while it satatop animpressive
triangle of zodiacallight. After Venusset,the sky becameevendarkerfor deepsky objects. Therewere
several newcomers in attendance including members of Ken PringleOs astronomy class at Cerro Coso Col

SAD NEWS

ChinaLake AstronomicalSocietymemberDavid A. Rosenthaldied Friday March 16 at age58. Davewasa
multi-talentedindividual. His interestan astronomyincludedmeteorshowersandMayanastronomy{o name
justtwo. He spokeat CLAS meetingsseveraltimes. He is survivedby his wife DonnaMcCrohanRosenthal
and other relatives. Our community has lost a great resource.



MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Basic CLAS duesare $20.00 per year, which includesthe SkywatchersNewsletter As a benefit of
membershipyou may also receiveAstronomyMagazine and/or Sky and TelescopeMagazine.The fee
schedule is as follows:

Basic membership $20.00 per year
Membership with Astronomy magazine $54.00 per year
Membership with Sky and Telescope magazine$53.00 per year
Membership with both S & T and Astronomy  $87.00 per year

Sendyour checkto: RogerBrower, TreasurerChinalLake AstronomicalSociety,P.O.Box 1783,Ridgecrest,
CA 93556.

PRESIDENT b Earl Wilson B 760-876-5455 (emedrl.email@gmail.comn)
VICE-PRESIDENT b Bruce Churchill - 760-375-7247 (erbahurchill@atsecure.nej
SECRETARY b Ted Hodgkinson - 661- 824-2738 (egtaddkinson@sbcglobal.nét
TREASURER D Roger Brower - 760-375-1181 (efmaiiver@iwvisp.com)
NEWSLETTER EDITOR D Carroll Evans Jr. - 760-375-5681 (ecmrans@ridgenet.net

WESTERN AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS WEB SITE http://www.waa.av.org/

Meetingsof the ChinaLake AstronomicalSocietyareheld at the Maturango Museum at 7:30 p.m.on the
first Monday evening of each month, except when the first Monday is a holiday.
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