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NEXT MEETING 7:30 p.m., Monday, July 10, 2006
Maturango Museum, 100 East Las Flores Avenue, Ridgecrest
PROGRAM FOR THE JULY 10 MEETING - RIVERSIDE REVISITED

TheRiversideTelescopeMakersConferences anannualevent,which now takesplaceat Big Bear,andis a
premiereevent. It hadits beginningsn downtownRiverside,California, asthe brainchildof Cliff Holmes.
Theinitial conceptwasof a 24-hourconferencenoonto noon,to serveamateurtelescopemakerswithin a
few hoursdriving range. Thosewere good events but the organizersvantedto include observing,which
was not possiblefrom the Riversidelocation. The eventwasmovedto Idylwild, at the dark of the moon.
Thenthe decisionwasmadeto utilize the Memorial Day weekendregardles®f the phaseof themoon. The
conference has grown in stature and scope ever since that decision.

For our July meetingPresiden&arl Wilson hasjoined with Alex Shlantaand ChuckMorganto give usthe
highlights of the mostrecentRTMC, including the WesternAmateur Astronomersactivities, which have
been integrated into RTMC.

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND

Monday, July 10, 2006: Regular CLAS Meeting at the Maturango Museum in Ridgecrest, 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 26, 2006: Deadline for next Skywatchers Newsletter

Friday, July 28, 2006: Public Star Party. See below.

Monday, August 7, 2006: Regular CLAS Meeting at the Maturango Museum in Ridgecrest, 7:30 p.m.

STAR PARTY SCHEDULE FOR THE 2006 SEASON:

StarPartieswill be held on the dateslisted below. StarPartiesarean activity wheremembersandguestgoin
togetherto shareviews of the skies. If you haveatelescopebringit. If not,comeandlook throughsomeone
elseOsStarpartiesare held at a site in the opendesertsouthof RidgecrestTo reachthe star party site from
Ridgecrestgo southon China Lake Boulevard6.5 miles from its intersectionwith RidgecrestBoulevard.
ContinuestraightacrossHighway 395 andyou will be on Brown Road(Old Highway 395). Follow Brown
Roadasit curvesto theright andgoeswest. After 2.3 milestherewill be a 30-inchorangeconeon the left.
Turn left andfollow the dirt roadmarkedby 12-inchcones. The CLAS Starpartyis 0.5 milesalongthis road.
Watchfor signsandcones,which will be put out abouta half hour beforeviewing starts. Call Carroll Evans
760-375-5681, or Bruce Churchill 760-375-7247, for more information.

Friday, July 28: Signs out at 8:00 p.m., Star viewing at 8:30 p.m.

Friday, August 25: Signs out at 7:30 p.m., Star viewing at 8:00 p.m.
Friday, September 22: Signs out at 7:30 p.m., Star viewing 7:30 p.m.
Friday, October 20: Signs out at 7:00 p.m., Star viewing at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, November 17: Signs out at 6:00 p.m., Star viewing at 6:30 p.m.



THE SKY IN JULY (Roger Brower)

1. Venusis in the morning sky andrisesabout5 a.m.local daylighttime. This monthit is locatednearthe
Hyades star cluster in Taurus. Look for it low in the east-southeast before dawn.

2. Mercury canstill be seenin the westerneveningsky at the beginningof July but movesto the morningsky
by the end of the month. Look for it in the east-southeast before dawn.

3. Jupiter joins Saturn and Mars in the evening sky. Look for them all in southwestern sky after dusk.
4. The Delta Aquarid meteor shower peaks on July 28th. Look for them in the south after midnight.
PUBLIC STAR PARTIES AT THE MATURANGO MUSEUM, 2006 SEASON

The ChinaLake AstronomicalSocietywill hostpublic viewing at the MuseumO®bservatoryon the following
Thursdayevenings: June22, June29, July 20, July 27, August17,andAugust24. Thedomewill be open,of
courseandCLAS membersarerequestedo bring extratelescopeso setup in thevicinity. Call Carroll Evans
for detalils.

TILLIE CREEK PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAMS

The ForestServiceis continuingits seriesof OCampfirdalksCat the Tillie CreekCampgrouncamphitheater.
Astronomywill bethe subjecton threeSaturdayevenings,JJune24, July 29, andAugust26. ThisyeartheKern
River Valley AstronomicalSociety,underthe leadershipof Rich Burdge,is coordinatingthe programs. A
whole newsetof slideshasbeenpreparedandtheywill be projectedasPowerPoinin themodernway. CLAS
membersarestill invited to bring telescopesor the public viewing beforeandafterthetalk. Call Rich at 760-
376-1291 (Work) or 760-376-6290 (Home) for details. We look forward to another great season.

CLAS SKYWATCHERS ARCHIVES - Carroll Evans

Ever since the dawn of the Internet (1997 in Ridgecrest) CLAS member John Bush has archived the elect
version of this newsletter. | thank him for his faithful efforts for all these years. It has become necessary -
him to relinquish this task, and his archives have been transferred to my own personal web space. For th
moment his exact web page is now availabletiat//www.ridgenet.net/~clevans/clakwill continue the
archive, and make minor updates to the page.

RTMC Astronomy Expo 2006: A First Impression by Alex Shlanta

On 27-29 May 2006 was my first time to attendthe RTMC AstronomyExpo andit exceededny
expectations. Therewas so muchto seeanddo that| couldnOtlo everythingl wantedto do in the time
allotted. | notedtherewereaboutl1,100friendly peoplewith a commoninterestat this event. While at the
Expol sawCLAS membersEarl Wilson, ChuckMorgan,Jim Leonard,Rick Rynne,andRick Crocket. |
alsogot to talk to Earl Towson. | appreciatereceivinghis FYl ASTRO information E-mails. They are
interestingand helpful for teaching. The weatherfor the Expo was not real cooperativeon Friday and
Saturdayevenings. Friday was windy and partially cloudy. Saturdaywas clear but really cold in the
evening. But, the weatherconditionsdidnOtim the excitementof the whole experience. This write up
contains highlights from my experience.

| headedo the vendortents/boothavhen| arrived at CampOakesnearBig Bear City mid Friday
afternoon. In betweertimesat the Expol returnedagainto the Vendorarea. The vendorshadsomeof the
latestand greatestin astronomicalequipmenton display. Someof my highlights from the Vendorarea
follow.



| enjoyedthe MeadeDisplay, especiallyseeingthe 12, 16, and 20-inchRCX 400 Ritchey-Chretien
reflectorson display. The mountfor the 20-inchwasa masterfulconstructiorjust by itself. | didnOmanage
to getany viewing time on that telescopebecausef the long lines andthe limited viewing time. Being
interestedn the 12-inchdiameterMeadeLight Bridge trusstube Dobsonian] spentsometime with that
telescope.This telescopecomesapartinto 4 sectionsandvery transportabldor starparties. At the Expol
foundthat JIMI haddevelopedEncoderdor this telescopdgcost$275). | alsofoundthata Sky Commander
or NGC-Max computercould be usedwith the Light Bridge to give it a push-tocapability. | didnOtare
much for the red dot viewfinder on the telescope.

Becauseof an interestin solar astronomyl found the CoronadoDisplay very interesting. Their
CalciumK scopesavethe ability to look downlower into the Chromospheri@atmospheridevel of the Sun
to showsunspotglearerandidentify magneticstructurein the vicinity of sunspots.H-alphascopedooking
higherinto the Chromospherand part of the Coronaarethusbetterfor observingprominences.Looking
throughthe $15K SolarMax 90 (90 mm diameter)H-alphatelescopewith doublestackedfilters took my
breathaway. Whenlooking througha SolarMax 40 no distinguishingstructurecould be seen. But looking
throughthe SolarMax 90 all kinds of structurejumpedout with greatleapingprominencesplagues.and
many dark filaments.

StarChasersinc hada mobile observatorywith a MeadeRCX 400 14-inchtelescopenountedin the
backof a SUV typevehicle. Whenin operationit hada largeflat viewing screermountedon the sideof the
vehicle and the whole thing was spectacular. At the Celestronbooth | enjoyedseeingthe Celestron
Professional Computerized (CPC) line of telescopes including the impressive CPC 1100 XLT.

| spentsometime and madesomepurchasesat OceansidePhotoand TelescopeWoodlandHills
Telescopesl.umicon, and StellarvueTelescopéooths. JMI hada MeadeLight Bridge fully equippedfor
push-tooperationsl! particularlyenjoyedthe TelescopaVarehousdoothwherethey hada largeassortment
of used, surplus, seconds, etc. of telescope accessories.

In afield adjacentto the dormstherewere manyhandbuilt telescopesetup for viewing. Someof
themwereratherlarge,like 14-inchesin diameter. The SwapMeeton Saturdaymorningwasfun. Even
thoughtheywerestill expensivd pickedup nice samplesf iron andstony meteoritedor showandtell. |
alsopurchased documenentitledOFindeChartsof deepSky Objectsfor smallto Medium Size Telescopes
for the NorthernHemisphereObserver®@y Walter E. Thomas. For noviceobserveror anastronomyteacher
this document appears to be very useful.

During the Expo, talking andlisteningto otherastronomerd, pickedup all kinds of interestingtidbits
of informationon astronomyandequipment. An exampleis something didnOknow aboutandthatis the
applicationof adaptiveopticsfor largetelescopeshesedaysis donewith respecto changingthe shapeof
the secondarymirror and not the primary mirror. | learnedthat the JamesWebbtelescopethe planned
replacementor the Hubble SpaceTelescopemight havelessresolutioncapabilitythanthe Hubble. The
JamesWebb, eventhoughsupposedo be morethantwice the size,is to be optimizedin the IR while the
Hubbleis optimizedin the ultraviolet. | alsomet Tony Heinzmanwho teachesastronomyat Victor Valley
College(VVC). Heinvited meto visit him at VVC andseetheir planetariumandobservatoryandto havea
discussion about their developing a lab class for their astronomy curriculum.

The door prize drawing Saturdayeveninghad heavy participation. About 100 prizeswere given
away,half of themto youngpeople. Thetwo biggestprizeswerea computerizedCelestronCPC1100XLT
and a Meade 12 inch LX-200 with UTC.

The keynotespeakerfor the RTMC AstronomyExpowasDr. Michael Brown form Cal Techandhe
wasgreat. Thetitle of his talk was OBeyondPluto: Discoveryof the 10" PlanetO.Mike Brown alongwith
ChadTrujillo andDavid Rabinowitzdiscovered2003UB 313. This Kuiper Belt Object(KBO) andits moon
are known also by the nicknamesgiven by the finders as Xena and Gabriellerespectively. Dr. Brown
outlined the history leading up to the discoveryand the surroundingcontroversies.The International
AstronomicalUnion (IAU) is strugglingwith thesecontroversiesight now. SinceXenais believedto bel
timesaslargeasPluto currentlyandis fartherout from the Sun,thereis a questionasto whetherit is aKBO
or a10" planet. If it is decreeda KBO thenthe statusof Plutoasa planetis in jeopardyandthatwould upset
many people. Then again, the IAU would need to define OplanetO which is difficult.



MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Basic CLAS duesare $20.00 per year, which includesthe Skywatchers Newsletter. As a benefitof
membershipyou may also receiveAstronomy Magazine and/or Sky and Telescope Magazine.The fee
schedule is as follows:

Basic membership $20.00 per year
Membership with Astronomy magazine $51.00 per year
Membership with Sky and Telescope magazine$53.00 per year
Membership with both S & T and Astronomy  $84.00 per year

Sendyour checkto: RogerBrower, TreasurerChinaLake AstronomicalSociety,P.O.Box 1783,Ridgecrest,
CA 93556.

PRESIDENT b Earl Wilson B 760-876-5455 (emill.email@gmail.com)
VICE-PRESIDENT B Bruce Churchill - 760-375-7247 (erhellurchill@atsecure.net)
SECRETARY b Ted Hodgkinson - 661- 824-2738 (eloaigeyes@antelecom.net)
TREASURER D Roger Brower - 760-375-1181 (eimsilver@iwvisp.com)
NEWSLETTER EDITOR D Carroll Evans Jr. - 760-375-5681 (echaihns@ridgenet.net)

WESTERN AMATEUR ASTRONOMERS WEB SITE http://www.waa.av.org/

Meetingsof the ChinaLake AstronomicalSocietyareheld at the Maturango Museum at 7:30 p.m.on the
first Monday evening of each month, except when the first Monday is a holiday.
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